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AN ADDRESS, &e. 


To the Baptist Ministers and Churches fone _—_— Jesus 
Christ, in this part of the country, and to all who would 
wish to patronise this work. 


DEAR BRETHREN AND FRIENDS, | 

IT will readily be acknowledged, that the scriptures 
of truth, are the great source of information concerning the 
salvation of fallen men, the purposes of God’s grace, and the 
interesting affairs of a world of unbodied spirits. 

Nevertheless, the pious writings of the faithful in Christ 
Jestis, have in all ages been blessed and improved by God, as - 
a mean of good, to the souls of the children of men. And 
perhaps no human performance (especially of the size) is bet+ 
ter calculated to promote such an object, than an Evangeli- 
cal Magazine ; such an one, as is conducted with wisdom 
and true religion. 

As such a work is not bulky, it will be read by different 
“|. classes of people without discouragement, when Jarger vol- } 
“¥ umes willlie neglected. 
| Asit is generally calculated for such a work to be miscel- 
laneous, and to contain a variety, itis, in some sense, like 
the fruits of the earth, from which all its inhabitants are fed, 
¥ aithough of different species, sizes, tastes, and constitutions. 
f In examining the pages of such a work, the saint will in- 
| sensibly find his affections invigorated, and fanned into a holy 
flame. He will be confirmed in the truth of the divine prom- ¢ 
| ises, in reading the work of God’s grace amongst men. In 

approaching such information, he will instantly find his soul 
enlarged and united to thousands of repenting Prodigals, like 
himeelf, whom he never saw, and never will see, till he | 
meets them around the throne of God above. ig 
Through this medium he will be led more fi'y to realize 





gs 
+. 
a 
‘h ae 
aS 
oe 
ie 
‘Ga 
si 
‘ 


we 


“SS et ee 
Phe ohh ro. 
ee at <5 piles. ae 


ee. ee 
4 terssis ir, 


7 Speers. 
a ; 


want ot 








ae 
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the dark and deluded state .of vast millions of his fellow mor- 
tals, who are without hope, and without God in the world.— 


He will at-once chide his former ingratitude to the God of § 


goodness for those civil, social, and (above all) rich gospel pri 
vileges he is favored with, and adore his creator that he was 
born to knew the Lord, and to enjoy the light and blessings 
of his revealed wiil. 

He will become acquainted with the fatigues, labors, and 
successes of the ambassadors of Christ, traversing different 
and distant regions, encountering various difficulties, for the 
purpose of spreading the news of salvation to the outcasts of 


the wilderness,and for wining souls to Christ ; which will 


tend to open every avenue of his heart, and call forth his 
generosity, in aiding this infinitely important work of the 
blessed God. 

He will be emulated to work in that he finds others are 
at work ; ke will be encouraged to it, from a consideration 
that the Lord is at work ; he will feel the necessity of it from 
a view of the perishing state of the souls of his fellow men, 
from a sense of duty, and his final responsibility. In a word, 
he will frown indignantly upon his former contractedness, 
supineness and insensibility ; and, hke Ephraim of old, wiil 


‘smite upon his thigh, and with a converted Paul will say, 


with unabating desires, “ Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do.” 

Through this medium, by the blessing of the holy spirit,the 
legalist may be stripped of his contemptible regs, and his 
eonfidence placed in the righteousness of Christ. 

The veil may be rent from the hearts of those who have 
wrapped themselves up in awful delusions and fata! herisies, 
while fondly dreaming of safety in those delusive coverings, 
they may be snatched into the light, and discover their dan- 
ger, be driven from their vain confidence, and bow the knee 
to the authority of God’s word, 

The unthinking, the profligate and profane, whose hearts 
are overwhelmed and inundated in the waters of hell, may 
be arrested, and their souls saved from the vortex of a moral 
destruction, and their bodics from yielding to a wretched and 
untimely grave. 

It may be proper here to stop the further prosecution of 
this address for a moment, to call in the aid of a beautiful and 
appropriate Poem,— 
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« Go, little book,. without delay,. 
Direct the careless to the way 
That leads to joys above ; 
Spread far and wide the Savior’s name, 
The freeness of. his grace proclaim, 
And sweetness of his love. 


While hell with all its legions roar’d, 

Tell how his blood he freely pour’¢, 
To save poor ruin’d man. 

Point sinners to his bleeding wounds, 

Say how his love exceeds all bounds 
That mortal eyes cam scan. 


Go, little book, and do not shun 

T’ invite the wretched and undone 
To Christ, the sinner’s friend ; 

His fuiness from his greatness show, 

Let Publicans and Harlots know 
How wide his arms extend. 


To sucli as lone his love to see, 

Hold forth salvation full and free,. 
For them it is design’d. 

Say to the fearful, haste away, 

Now is the welcoin’d gospel day; 
Seek now and you shall find.” 


Aware of the great good which has arisen from such pub- 
lications, in different ages and countries, and the suffering 
need of such an help in this country, and especially in those 
paths that Missionaries traverse, the Vermont’ Baptist Associ 
ation, at their late session at Pittsford, October 3 & 4, 1810, 
took into serious consideration the utility and practicability of 
the publishing of an Evangelical Magazine in these parts ;— 
and after such deliberation as was consistent with the con- 
cerns of the general business, the association appointed a 
committee of seven ministers, belonging to the association, 
to take the business under further consideration ; and, if found 
expedient, to endeavor. to put the work into operation. 

And, agreeably to appointment, the committee met’ at 
Poultney, Wednesday, Nov. 28, 1810, and after maturely 
deliberating on the matter, agreed to commence the work, 
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‘ 

and to publish of the first No: 500 copies, considering that 
the continuance of the work would depend on the encourage. 
ment it should receive from the public, which’ could not be 
determined until a fair trial should be made. ‘And should 
the work eventually fail through a stupid indifference, and a 
parsimonious spirit amongst those who would naturally be ex 
peciedto give it currency and support, the committee will 
only have to lament so great a lack of virtue and religion a- 
mongst the churches and people, as to discountenance that, 
which is greatly beneficial in its tendency, and which has 
arisen from disinterested motives. 

As it is generally known, that our brethren in the vicini- 
ty of Boston are in the habit of publishing a Missionary Mag 
azine, it may be thought by some, that it would be more ad- 
visable to encourage that, and even not to have started this. 
But on due reflection it will appear wholly impracticable to 
ebtain a sufficient number from that quarter, to supply the 
state of Vermont, the Canadas,and a great range of tlie nor- 
thern part of the state of New-York. 

Our undertaking the work, does not arise from a spirit of 
ambition, or a wish to signslize (karselves, and out do our 
brethren of other associations. 

We are not anxious for any conspicuous agency in the bu- 
siness ; what we desire is, that the work may go into effect 
and prosper. 

We solicit the assistance of our brethren abroad, and espe- 
cially of those in the ministry, in furnishing matter for publi- 
cation. 

Although one important design of the work is to spread 
the news of the out pouring of God’s spirit in different parts 
of the world, yet pieces on different religious subjects, “will! 
be readily received and published. 

It is contemplated, that should the work succeed, to com- 
mence and pursue the history of our Missionaries in India, 
their labors and successes, which must be interesting in a 
gre ater or less degree, to all who are favored with it. 

‘’e would herein state, that no particular permanent plan 
is yet matured, for the Tegular prosecution of this work : the 
establishment of an able and regular Missionary Society, will 
undoubtedly be attempted and an object highly desirable. 

As far as it fails to us to conduct the business, we shall by 
no means be curious to be original in matter for publication. 
We claim not superior talents or advantages. We shall, 
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wridoubtedly, bave constant recourse to the Boston Magazine 
and others, for important matter for publication. _We= shalt 
tale the liberty of the honey bee to cullfrom every flower, 
and with the same inoffensiveness we hope not to injurethat 
on which we chance to light. 

_ We can hardly think it will be considered as illiberal, or 
as an ungenerous reflection, if.we herein suggest, that some 
of our brethren in different parts of our land, have, in days 
past, been too indifferent to the promotion of books and works 
of this kind, and those kinds of religious means, the support 
of which, necessarily, have somewhat of a bearingupon their 
pecuniary ability. 

We earnestly pray, that that lind of radical error. a- 
mongst us, and that parsimonious spirit, which is its sure at- 
tendant, may be wholly exterminated from our churches. 

And as we profess to be disciples of him, who said, | must 
work the works of him that sent me, while it is yet day, 
nay we, with sincerity, be enabled to adopt his language, 
on a similar’sabject, and say, my Father worketh hitherto 
and J work. 

And if this feeble attempt to aid, and to give a new spring. 
to the Redeemer’s cause in these regions round about, should 
be viewed as an object of importance, we trust that our 
brethren and other gentlemen will give it their patronage, 
and procure what ‘subscribers they can, and forward what 
number they will be responsible for, toany of us whose names 
are hereunto subscribed, and to whom communications may 
be made for publication. 

Weare, brethren, your affectionate fellow laborers in. the 
gospel kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

OBED WARREN, 

ISAAC SAW YER, . 
HENRY GREEN, 
Ws. HARRINGTON, 
SYLVANUS HAYNES, 
CLARK KENDRICK, 
SAMUEL ROWLEY. 


P.S. The profits arising from-this work, are intended for 
“the sole purpose of aiding the Missionary fund, 
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ELDER KENDRICK’S MISSIONARY TOUR, 


Extract from the returns to the Vermont Baptist Associa- 
tion of ashort Missionary Tour, performed by the Rev. 
Clark Kendrick, in the northern part of the state of Ver. 
mont. 


FRIDAY, August 17, 1810,I went to Dorset, about 20 
miles south of Poultney, a different direction from what was 
originally calculated for me, by the urgent request of the 
church in that town, which wasin trying cifcumstances, in 
consequence of the sudden apostacy of Mr. John Williams, 
who had for some time been preaching as a candidate a- 
mongst them. Ilabored several days in the vicinity where 
he had been preaching, and as I have reason to hope tosome 
good purpose. And through the goodness of divine interpo- 
sition, I believe the cause will live in that place, notwithstan- 
ding the disagreeable shock it has undergone. 

The Monday fcllowing I returned ; and on Wednesday 
I sat out for the northward, and in consequences of some 
providential hindrances | proceeded no farther than Middle- 
bury that week, about 40 miles from home ; and preached 
three sermons on the Sabbath to a baptist church and socie- 
ty in the village, which have lately risen in that place. They 
were then destitute of a minister,but have since obtained one; 
and! am informed that the prospect is considerably flatter- 
ing as to their future growth and prosperity. 

Monday, rode 12 miles to Bristol. The Lord was carry- 
ing on a glorious work of grace in that town ; the powers of 
darkness were shaking ; backsliders were returning ; the 
delusive error of universalism, which had awfully overspread 
the town, was almost banished from the place ; sinners were 
trembling ; the saints rejoicing ; and there were added to 
the church, from time to time, such, I trust, as will finally be 
saved. Mycoming atthe time I did, 1 believe was some- 
what acceptable to the church and people, seeing they were 
destitute of any stated preacher. I tarried with them seven 
days, visited a number of families, attended lectures and con- 
ferences in the different parts of the town, and attended one 
church meeting. 

During the week, the Rev. Mr. Green,by previous appoint- 
ment, came and preached to a numerous assembly, and bap- 
tised eight candidates. We hada solemn season at the wa- 
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eer ; all appeared as though they were convicted that the 
ordinance was of God. 

During the week | preached eight times ; and on the Sab» 
bath, when the afternoon exercises were closed, I rode te 
Monkton, about 9 miles, and delivered a discourse to brother 
Sawyer’s church & people, from Psalm xciv. 19. In themul- 
titude of my thoughts within me, thy comforts delight my 
soul. There was a good collection, and some comfortable 
tokens of divine presence. 

From. Monkton! went to Gnion River and preached in 
Jerico, and then in Underhill, and then went on tothe river 
Lamoile, and preached along im Johnson, Morristown, Wol- 
cot, Hardwick and Craftsbury. Here is a large range of 
towns in these parts wholly destitute ofany stated adminis- 
trator of the gospel. In Johnson, is a Baptist church and 
minister. In Morristown, the prospect is, that there will 
soon be a Baptist church formed ; the people are wishing to 
obtain a candidate with a view for settlement. 

The Lord has carried on a good work of grace the season 
past in Hardwick. Most ofthe converts joined the Congre- 
gational church, which appears to be sound in the doctrines 
of grace. There has been a baptist church in this town in 
years past, but was carried off with a flood of the free-will 
spirit, which has lately formed a junction with the Smithite 
spirit, which considerably prevails in that place. 

Mr. Elias Smith’ a man of fascinating abilities,a noted a- 
nostate, and famed as author of the scheme of the final anni- 
hilation of the wicked, is in the habit of visiting those north- 
erp parts, and making some inroads among the peopie. 

In Craftsbury, there is a smal! Baptist church, destitute: of 
a pastor, who need missionary help. 1 preached four times 
in the place ; the seasons were solemn, and the collections 
large. ‘There appeared to be the commencement of a refor- 
mation in the place. Several young people were under se- 
rious conviction, and two young ladies had obtained a hope. 
Their experience appeared very solemn and evangelic; and 
onthe Sabbath, in the presence of a large concourse, | bap- 
tised them. The opportunity appeared truly favorable to the 
cause of God ix that place. It was hard parting with this 
people; and | hope they will be remembered by Missiona- 
ries. 

I left this town on Monday and rode back to Wolcot, and 
put up with Esq. Taylor, a very respectabie man in the Con- 


gregational connection, and by previous appointment preach- 
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eda lecturein the evening to an assembly mostly of Methe- 
dists, from 1 Cor. iv. 7. “ For who maketh thee. to differ 
from another.” Whether I preached the truth or not God 
knows ; I have the satisfaction to believe I did, But after 
the meeting was closed, I had occasion to belieye my doct- 
rine was not acceptable to the greater part of the audience. 

Tuesday, Sept. 18—Rode to Morristown, and: preached in 
the afternoon to a small but attentive assembly. Then rode 
on and preached in Johnson to a good collection amongst El- 
der Boyinton’s people, and had a comfortable season. 

The next day I preached in Cambridge ; then went on to 
Fairfield, about 15 miles, where | preached two sermons on 
the Sabbath to a large assembly. 

* There is a Baptist church and society in this place; and 
though destitute of a pastor, yet their prospects would seem 
fair, were it not for a number ofthe members ofthe church 
(though not a majority) who are wholly opposed to any reg- 
ular method of supporting the gospel. I felt some assuran- 
ces, however, before I left the place, that the church would 
use proper methods with those brethren to reclaim them ; 
and should they prove unsuccessful, that they would eventu- 
ally dismiss them, according to divine direction in such case 
made and provided. 

When I left this town I went to Georgia, and preached a 


lecture with brother Meer’s people. Here is an excellent, 
church and society, in a prosperous and flourishing situation. 


I then rode on south to Milton, where there is a destitute 
church, and preached two sermons with them. They were 
about forming a society, and are anxious to be favored with 
Missionary assistance. 

I then rode on to Burlington and preached two sermons in 
the place. Baptist preachingis very acceptable to quite a 
number o&&he inhabitantsin that place. I think Missionaries 
will do well to pay some attention to them 

Friday, Sept. 28—Rode on to Hinesburgh, preached twice 
toa destitute church & people, and €aturday returned to Bris- 
tol ; found the reformation progressing, and the people were 
collecting to hear brother Starkweather deliver them @ ser- 
mon. The opportunity was a’pood ove. In the evening we 
heard the experiences of a number ; and on the Sabbath! en- 
joyed a good degree of freedom in preaching toa numerous 
assembly ; and baptised eight persons in Bristol river, and as 
they came up out of the water they appeared to go on their 
way rejoicing. 
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Sabbath evening, I preached in Newhaven to a large collec- 
tion; and on Monday eve following, the first of ‘October, I 
preached at Salisbury mills. 

Wednesday, 3d.—Met the Missionary board, and the Asso- 
ciation at Pittsford. 

I have been absent 46 days, preached 46 times, baptised 10 
persons, received in contribution for the society D. 3 25, and 
though greatly unworthy, experienced much of the goodness 
of God.—The ‘harvest truly is plenteous ; but laborers are few. 
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ANECDOTE. 


IT is said of a gentleman, who is since deceased, who was 
eminent in the literary world, that in early lifehe drank deep- 
ly into the free-thinking scheme. He and one of his compan- 
ions of the same turn of mind, often carried on their conversa- 
tion in the hearing of a religious but illiterate countryman.— 
This gentleman, afterwards becoming a serious christain, was 
concerned for the countryman lest his faith in the christian re- 
ligion should have been shaken. One day he took the liberty 
to ask him whether what had been so frequently advanced in 
his hearing had not produced this effect upon him? ‘ By no 
means,” answered the countryman ; ** it never made the least 
impression upon me.” “* No impression upon you!” said the 
gentleman ; why you must know we had read and thought 
on these things much more than what you had an opportunity 
of doing.” O yes,” said the other, * but I knew also your 
manner of living: I knew that to maintain such a course of 
conduct, you found it necessary to renounce christianity.” 
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From the Massachusetts Baptist Missionary Magazine. 
A “MITE” OF TRIBUTE RETURNED FROM THE WILDERNESS. 


To the “Female Mite Societies,” who contribute to the funds 
of the Baptist Missionary Society in Massachusetts. 


BELOVED MOTHERS AND SISTERS, 

WE dwell in the wilderness, where we know but lit- 
tle of what is done in the ancient parts of our country. But 
by the blessing of God on the labors of faithful missionaries and 
B 
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£0 Mite of Tribute returned trom the Wilderness. 


others, we have been taught our undone condition,. as being 
slaves to sin and Satan, & at enmity with God. But as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness for the healing of the 
wounded Israelites, so has the Son of Man been lifted up in 
this wilderness, and we hope we have felt the healing balm.ap- 
plied to our souls. A sense of this has filled us with joy full of 
glory. 

We have often been refreshed by the word of God dispens- 
ed by missionaries, but never knew how these messengers of 
grace and peace were supported, until Elder Hartwell gave us 
the information. Although these means are derived from va- 
rious sources, none has so sensibly affected our hearts, as that 
of the Female Mite Secieties. We should feel deserving of 
reproof were we to keep silence, and not render a tribute of 
thanksgiving to God ; and also offer our grateful acknowledg- 
ments to those, who have so kindly remembered us. It seems 
like the building of the ancient tabernacle in the wilderness, 
when the women brought fine twined linen. It is said, that 
at ts more blessed to give than to receive. If so, we think 
you must be blessed indeed. 

Dear sisters, although we dwell in the wildemess in our 
smoky log cottages, not enjoying the accommodations of life 
which many are favored with, yet we have immortal souls, e- 
qually capable of feeling joy or pain as others in more favored 
circumstances. Our joys have been greatly increased, by the 


labors of those blessed servants of God, who have left their fam- , 


ilies and friends, to bear the precious name of Jesus into this 
part of our land. 

And now, dear sisters, we wish the blessing of God our Sa- 
vier to rest upon you: That he would increase your wealth 
and your joy, in so liberally contributing to the spread of the 
gospel, | 

We think we may say, Jesus has come with his servants in- 
to this place. A goodly number who have experienced the 
truth have been baptized, and a church has been lately formed 
among us. The prospect is still favorable, that this good work 
will yet increase. Your. labor. has not been in yain in the Lord. 
‘We feel constrained to bless God for what he has done thro’ 
your means, and pray for the continuance of his blessing, 
and of your liberality. May the Liessing of thousands ready 
to perish fall on you, and a full reward be given you of 
the Lord, both in time and in eternity. Dear sisters, pray 


for us. : 
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This from your young sisters and friends, 


Fanny Powers, Deantha Blakeman, 

Melisia Smith, Mabal Morley. } 
Jane Randal, Polly Granideer, be 
Barthina Morse, Melinda Wilson, 1 
Hannah Pratt, Omira Wilson, 

Luisa Smith, Polly Vanvankerburgh. 


Synthia Morley,. 


Cantom, Luzerne County, (Penn.) Jan. 1810: 
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REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN MIDDLETOWN, VERMONT. 


1 SHALL introduce this narrative with some remarks on the 
reformation here several years ago. On the last of October, 
1800, a glorious work began in this town, and spread into 
| Poultney ; and within one year,.117 were added to this church, 

among whom were many youth & some small children. Their 
perseverance has been such,.that out of 117, we have had oc- 
casion to exclude but 10. And not a single difficulty has been © 
brought forward against.one of the littie children: who then 
joined the church. Many are afraid. of admitting children into 
the church, even when they. give good ev.dcence of a change 
of heart ; but from ten year’s experience, we have different 
views. 

Since the last reviva!, this church has been.blessed with in- 

ternal peace and prosperity. 

For a number of months previous to the work which en- 
grosses our present attention, an extraordinary spirit of prayer 
prevailed among some of this church, and they, in a solemn 
and pathetic manner exhorted the church to arouse to more 
engagedness in the service cf God, and to impiore the outpour- 
ing of the boly spirit among us.. Abowt this time there was 
evidently among the youth an increasing, attention to: preach- 
ing. On the evening of the last Sabbath in October, 1808, at 
a conference, the work of the Lord evidently made its appear- 
ance; and some of us were ready to say, © Lo this is our God,. 
we have waited for him!” At first, the work went on. slow-- 
ty and solemnly ; but soon it spread rapidly and powerfully in-~ 
te various parts of the town. Those who were wrought upon 
appeared to have very. clear views of their utterly lost and un- 
done situation by nature and.practice : of the justice of Ged in 
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their everlasting condemnation ; and that their salvation mist 
be wholly by sovereign grace. When they came forward to 
the church, their experiences were commonly clear. The aw- 
ful solemnity that was depicted in the countenances of convict- § 
ed souls,can only be conceived by those who have witnessed f 
similar displays of Almighty power. But amidst the whole, 
th: re wasneither noise nor confusion. Worshipping assem- 
blies were much crowded ; and some of all ages, from seventy= 
one down to nine, were (ina judgment of charity) hopefully 
converted ; among whom were many of the stout-hearted, 
and far from rightcousness. Besidespreaching on the Sab- 
bath, we had, for some time, about thirteen conferences in a 
week in our society ; & yet, such was the attention, that it was 
common tosee our largest houses exceedingly crowded. Ball 
chambers were freely opened for conferences.. Among the con- 
verted, were a number of deists & universalists ; and if [ am not 
mistaken, the greatest part of the universalists in town were 
made to bow to sovereign grace ; and no seoner were they 
apparently subdued by divine influence, than they renounced 
their former soul destroying scheme. In this work, and also 
in the former, it has been found by experience, that the means 
which, above all others, God has blessed for the ingathering of 
souls to Christ, have been the conversation, relation of experi- 
ences, and the exhortations of young converts in conferences 
And although preaching was happily instrumental of the con- 
version of souls, yet neither preaching, nor the exhortations of 
gifted brethren have been so instrumental of awakening : care- 
Jess sinners. Indeed, there would be more people of all class- 
es attend eonferences to hear them talk, than would attend a 
lecture of a celebrated divine. The same things have been no- 
ticed in 2 number of reformations in these parts. And may 
the Lord ever give us humility enough, mostly to use those in- 
struments in revivals of religion which, above all others, he 
most blesses for the conversion of souls. 

In this work, if has been very remarkable, that we have met 
with scarcely any opposition from the openly “ ungodly and 
the sinner.” The work has been atiended with such displays 
of almighty power that bold transgressors stood astonished, 
afd frankly owned that the work was the Lord’s. But oppo- 
sition we had, but we shall cast a veil over the particulars of it, 
and pass them in sorrowful siience. 

Although im this place the people have been inthe habit of 
paying as-regular an attention to the Sabbath as perhaps in any 
place around us ; yet when converts came forward, they with 
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one consent lamented their inattention to the Sabbath. And 
heads of families about as unanimously engaged in the blessed 
duty of family prayer. 

Sometime in December the work became very powerful, 
and bid fair to carry all before if. The work of God in town 
seemed to be the topic of conversation in all companies and in 
all places. Solemnity appeared in almost every face. Con- 
verts were multiplied fast, and they were generally brought 
out baptists ; and they flocked so fast to this church, that half 
a day in a week would not give fime to examine the candi- 
dates. Immediately upon this there arose in towna great cry 
about denominational principles, (for before this, very little was 
said on the subject) and visits on the subject were greatly mul- 
tiplied, and books scattered, which gave such a check to the 
work that elderly people observed that they never knew such a 
work die so suddenly away- Things operated much in the 
same manner in the last reformation. O when will truth with 
unclouded brow raise her beauteous face, and attract with her 
divine charms, the whole Christian world ! — 

But notwithstanding all obstructions, 112 were added to this 
ehurch in one year. On Jan. 1, 1809, without any uncommon 
haste, [ baptised 20 in eleven minutes. On Jan. 15, I baptised 
15 in seven minutes and an half. 

Query. At this rate, how long would it take the twelve a- 
postles and the seventy disciples to baptize three thousand ? 
| For such repeated & glorious displays of divine grace, O how 
lare we indebted to the unbounded love & mercy of almightyGod! 
Oh! that we may be enabled to come suitably low before 
pod, and duly appreciate his infinite goodness, forever bless his 

ame and live to his glory. And now maythe good Shepherd, 
dhe Keeper of Israel], who doth never slumber nor sleep, pre- 

erve these sheep and lambs from every foe. 

We have only to add, that the perseverance of those bro’t 
out in this werk has been fully equal to our best expectations. 
We never look for a rich harvest without some chaff. We 
anticipated some chaff, and have not been disappointed.— 
The Congregational church in town also experienced a time of 
refreshing, and a large in-gathering. 

But after all, we are attended with some humbling cireum- 

~ stances, which are calculated to impress us with the important 
truth, that our sufficiency is all of God, and that without Christ 
we can do nothing. Within two years we have experienced 
great diminutions. Thirty eight by removals, dismissions, and 
deaths ; two by exclusions, and one by departure from our fel- 
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-lowship, forty one in all; among whom are twenty-three 


heads of families ; and also, a number of the society. And we 
expect that six membeis more, who are heads of families, will 
remove this winter, and anumber more as soon as eircumstan- 
ces will admit. Although there are 221, who retain their 
standing in this church, yet there are only 136 who live near 
enough to be commoded at our place of worsmp, among whom 
are inany youths and children. But we have seen far more 
trying things before, and the Lord has carried us through ; and 
we hope that HE who has been with us in six troubles, wil not 
now desert us in the seventh. May God grant that those who 
have removed to a distance from us, may maintain religion, 
and prove biessings where they have gone. And oh! that the 
Lord in much mercy would once more revive his work among 
us,, and add unto us many more of such as shall be saved, for 
his Son’s sake. AMEN, 


SYLVANUS HAYNES. 
-—29000000000—— 
REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN IRA AND CLARENDON. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Joseph Carpenter to one 
of the Editors, dated, Ira, Dec. 1810. 


DEAR BROTHER, 

AGREEABLY to your request, I now present you an ac- 
count of the merciful dealings of God with us. That the work 
may appear to be altogether of God, it may be proper to notice 
the situation of these places for some time previous to the com- 
mencement of it. — 

In fra, there has been a baptist church for upwards of twenty 
years, during which time there have been only some very smail 
revivals. Of late years, the state of the church has been very 
low. By removals and deaths, our numbers were reduced.— 
And by reason of declension, we were but barely able to main- 
tain our visibility as a church. Family prayer was much neg- 
lected, the Sabbath greatly disregarded by the multitude, and 


public worship exceedingly neglected. Many were resting on 


universalism, rnd some on infidelity ; anda general disregard 
for God and religion seemed to reign in the place. Amidst all 
these things, ! was often so discouraged that I felt as though it 
was in vain for me to try to preach tothem any more. And I 
began to think seriously of leaving the place. 


me ‘. . 
ig OE ETE 


D 


Revival of Religion in Tra & Clarendon. 15 


In Clarendon, there were all the foregoing things, with this 
addition, that in. former times there had been a Baptist church, 
& a minister* settled, and a good meeting house built ; but the 
church dwindled, the society scattered, & he being discouraged, 
leftthem. And soon after the church lost its visibility. And they 


. have for years past been destitute of any stated preaching.— 


, 


| 


And, as it respected things of religion, every thing wore a 
gloomy aspect. 

Here it may be proper to observe, that early in the year 
1808, an extraordinary work of God appeared in Pittsford, (14 
miles north of us) and great numbers, we hope, were born a- 
gain. _ During the work there, a number of the young converts 
came to Rutland, west parish, (6 miles north of us) and held 
conferences with the people. The Lord blessed the means; 
the work began and pe rapidlv. ‘Towards the close of the 
work in Rutland, in the fall of 1808, a-pious woman in. this 
town requested a number of the young converts tn Rutland to 
come and hold conference with the people ‘. Ira, at her house. 
They came twice, & at their second coming, their exhortations 
were blessed for the beginning of a good w ork he ‘re. This was 
Nov. 20, 1808. But even the ‘Dy the most of the professors of 
religion among u¥ were far from enjoying that life and ‘activity 
in religion which is at all times most desirable. But as the 
work spread, christians began to arouse, and confess their re- 
missness and wanderings. The work was very powerful and 
went on rapidly. Conferences were frequent, and often so 
crowded, that scarce any house would make the people com- 
fortable. ‘They met once a weck in a large ball chamber ; but 
this was often thropged, and even the hall whichled to it. WwW e 
had other conferences every week, and they were equally 
crowded. We had not many lectures, for the people general- 
ly preferred conferences. There is no church of any other or- 
der in town. There area few Congregationalists among us, & 
they acted a friendly part, so that no dispute arose among us. 
The work continued all winter, and in the spring, conferences 
were still lively and refreshing. After a while, the w ork spread 
into Clarendon, and the Lord - wrought a great salvation there. 

On the last of November, the converts began to come for- 
ward for baptism and membership ; since which time 240 have 
been added to this church, in Ira and Clarendon, including a 


few trom Castleton, 14 of them by letter, the rest by baptism ; 


among whom are a number of the most respectabie people in I- 

ra and Clarendon, And I think they have generally held out 

as well as 1 could have expected. We have had some severe 
* Rev. Isaac Beall. 
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trials, the particulars whereof [ shall not trouble you with at 
this time. May the Lord make us duly humble and thankful, 
| “and cause brotherly love, gospel discipline, and true holiness to 
al abound among us, for his Son’s sake. 

: I subscribe myself your’s in gospel bonds. 


J, CARPENTER. 
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PASSING the other day through » 1 met a funeral pro- 
cession ; a hearse, several mourning coaches, and all the sa- 
ble apparatus of death. 1 was struck at the contrast so mani- 
HA fest between this procession and all that was moving about it ; 
tat and these scenes so occupied my mind, that I consider them as 
the cause of a visionary dream which 1 had on the following 
night, wherein death was represented as driving his hearse and 
procession through that populous street and addressing himself 
to various persons who met him in his route : 

4 ‘c Ye numerous passengers going and coming on each side 
| of the way, whose aspects manifest that you are bent on differ- 
1 ent schemes, which you deem of importance ; know that what- 
4 ever your business may be, you are all hastening to my territo- 
ries. You who are young & gay, and you who are more advan- 
ced in life are moving, with different paces, toward that house 
of mine ¢ which is appointed for all living.? You who are ar- 
tt rayed in the height and variety of fashion, will soon put on 
a your last suit, and, like the corpse in this hearse, be enshroud- 
ed by death. You, whose plumes are high, and proudly nod 
over your giddy heads, will soon occupy my plumed hearse,and 
your vanity will cease forever. Some of you may be driven to 
the temple of Hymen, and pleasing yourselves with prospects 
of many years happiness ; but you must scon submit to my 
cold embraces; and your connexions and enjoyments, howev- 
er dear and delightful, must be resigned at my command, and 
be exchanged for the gloomy solitudes of my kingdom. 

« Ye foolish peop'e and unwise, who in your crowded car- 
riages are hastening to various places of dissipation, folly and 
vice, remember that the heart of the fool is in the house of 
| mirth. Know, thatI often visit these delusive scenes, snatch 
the frightened victims from their fatal festivities, and plunge 
them into outer darkness. Even lately [seized several giddy 
wretches on the threshold of one of these seminaries of vice 
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which you are driving to. Know, foolish citizens, that what 
Jhave done, I may do again. In my next visit l may come in 
a fire, an earthquake, or a storm, and swallow up the crowded 
fabric, and all its unthinking and deluded company. Stop, ye 
cruel parents, look on my retinue, and return to your houses ? 


SA» ye so mad as to drive your children to tophet, and offer 


them tothe devouring idol, Dissipation ? Ye.are rapidly advan- 
cing in the broad way, and your steps will soon take hold on 
hell. Carry, therefore, your little ones home, read them a lec- 
ture on what-you have seen in this street, and so teach them 
to number their days, that they may appiy their hearts unto 
wisdom. 

“| perceive a carriage advancing, whose armorial bearing, 
declare it to belong to the bishop of the city: ‘Remember ; 
my lord, youand{ wearthe same livery ; it is my business to 
kill: but your duty to prepare men for mystroke. It is evident 
that I work too fast for you; for mapy under your charge 
feel my dart in their vitals, before they possess repentance in 
their hearts. Where lies the fault, my lord ? for a fault there 
is some where! You have many assistants in this great city, 
who are well paid for carrying on the work of preparation ; 
but, by what I see and hear where { visit your flock ; very few. 
are informed of my power, & rightly prepared to submit to my 
stroke. The bells toli, & the churches are opened every sabbath- 
day ; but your assistants in general,are very sparing of their la- 
bor & care not to disturbtheir hearers by preaching on my cer- 


| tain dominion over allmen; nor do they show them by what 


means they may make me their friend, and have a happy pas- 
sage through my dark valley. I would have you look to 
these things, my Lord ; you know Iam not ceremonious ; you 
and I shall meet again ere long; and [ wish to meet you as a 
iriend, and by my advice to subserve your best interest.’ 

‘“‘ Here comes a consequential son of Galen, whose fame is 
widely spread, and whose medical skill! is highly applauded ; 
‘ Know, sir, that with all your fame and consequence, you are 
my servant ; you are retained by me, and often forward my 
work, You are parading through this city in your way, as I 
amin mine ; but I have somewhat to say against you. While 
I am incessantly looking to the end of my work, and warning 
men tothink of their latter end, you seldom let your patients 
know the worst of their case, but flatter them with the hopes 
of recovery, till they have almost entered my territories, Al- 
though you are constantly frequenting the chambers where I 
appear, you studiously avoid any conversation with me. Now, 
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Mr. Physician, permit me to exhert you to heal yourself > re- 
member, that however shy you at present may be, you must 
soon bow to my sceptre, and visit my dominions. For the pre- 
sent, sir, pass on; reflect on what | have said, and do as much 
good as you can till I call for you.’ 

“ Here are a few of the ambassadors of the Prince of Life 
and Peace : of different denominations, but aH of my acquaint- 
ance ; © Itis part of your study and ministry to make men fa- 
miliar with me. Formerly, | could not step into a house, with- 
out all the family crying out for fear; but, since ye have held 
forth the word of life, the very children learn to be familiar 
with me. f bow at the remembrance of your Divine Master, 
O ye servants of Christ! There was a time when He _ submit- 
ted to. be imprisoned by me ; but, by that condescension he de- 
stroyed s satan, my powerlul master. | was proud of having 
such a prisoner In my power; but, when he chose to depart, 
he did not vouchsaie to ask my cAuly and no force of mine 
could detain him ; and he so entirely tore away the adaman- 


‘tine bars of my prison, and left such impressions of his divine 


power on me, tat itis impossible forme to detain any in my 
power when he demands their release. ‘tell, therefore, your 
numerous Congregations, to meet me as Lecometh Christians, 
Exhort them to banish from their minds the vulgar notions of 
bide ous looks and evil designs ; and let them be assured, that] 

fall visit them as a fimiend, to introduce them to the presence 
ol your Niaster.” 

When the King of Terrors had finished his address, he assu- 
med a most terrible aspect ; and, frowning with tremendous 
horror, drove fiercely forward, w hile ail around was in the most 
fearful agitation. The aftrighted passengers fled from the 
streets ; the shops were darkened ; the houses and churches 
trembled to their foundaticis ; the sound of the artificer, and 
the din of business, were silenced ; the general pulse of trade 
stood still; and an awful paralytic afie cted the whole bocy pol- 
itic. Thus this terrible enemy of mankind bore in triumph the 
escutcheons of hia mortal pomp through the great metropolia 
and emporium ofthe nations ; and thus every thing remained; 
while the sight of Death, and the sound of] his cavaleade afiect- 
ed the senses of the multitude; and when they ceased, th 
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Ww or stream of business, gaiety, and folly returned to its usu 
course : and I awoke yh my dream. 


Gespel Treasury. 
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AN ACCOUNT 
Of the Rev. Wm. Harrington’s Missionary Tour. 
CLARENDON, DEC. 18, 1806 


THIS day fentered on my Missionary Tour, for the term of 
iwo months, being employed by the Vermont Baptist Mission- 
ary Society ; and in the evening preached at Pittsford. Then 
rode to Leicester, and preached. Then proceeded to Bristol, 
and preached two sermons. Here isa small Baptist church, i 
low circumstances, but appears to be -stedfast in the doctrine of 
the gospel, & striving to maintain the unity of the spirit in the 
bonds of peace ; and my labors with them seemed to strengthi- 
en and invigorate them to pursue the christian race. They ex- 
pressed much gratitude to the society for sending one of their 
brethren to preach to them. 

Monday, 22—Rode-to Starksboro’, and preached in the eve- 
ning. In this town, there is ne Baptist church, but I was cor- 
diaily received. : 

Then rode to’Elder Isaac Sawyer’s in Monkton, and preach- 
ed in the evening. 

Then proceeded to Charlotte, in company with Elder Sawyer, 
& preached in the afternoon, and attended a conference: in the 
evening. The next day, visited, prayed with, and exhorted a 
number of families to repent and turn to the Lord ; and preach- 
ed again in the evening. Here [ beheld the grace of God,and 

vas glad, The Lord was at work marvelously in this place. 
Saints were comforted, sinners convinced of sin, of righteous- 


‘ ness, and of a judgment to come. May the Lord carryon this 


good work, and prepare materials for a spiritual house in this 


place. 3 

Then rode to Hinesburgh and preached in the evening, Here 
we had a solemn meeting. Then proceeded to Richmond, and 
preached in the evening. Sabbath 28, preached two sermons 
in the same place. Here is asmall baptist church ; mav the 


Lord bless it, & make it like the Loug’ of Joseph, whose bran- 


thes ran over the wall. 


Then, by request, appointed to preach in Bolton the next 
day. Mond: ay 29, attended tomy appointment. Here is a 
B: ptis st chure! 1, but in very low ¢ circumstance S. 
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Then proceeded to Jerico, and preac! 


ning, Here arc a number of brethren, if not the beginning 
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a church, who received me joyfully, and appeared to be com- 
forted. 

Then pursued my jeurney, and preached at Essex. Here 
are a number of precious brethren, who had formed: into a 
church ; may the Lord build them up forever. 

Jan. 1, 1807—Preached at Fairfax. Here the wilderness 
was blossoming like the rose, and the solitary place was glad ; 
for the Lord had remembered the lov estate of his people, and 
caused the ways of Zion to rejoice ; for many came to her sok 
emn feasts. Here it was pleasant preaching ; for saints were 
praying, and sinners appeared to hear as for their lives. 

Jan. 2—After visiting. a number of families, bid them fare- 
well for time. But it is impossible for a mortal tongue to ex- 
press the joy and sorrow that sat on the coustenances of many, 
when | commended them to God, and to the word of his grace, 
which is able to build them up, and give them an_ inheritance 
among all them that are sanctified ; and, to keep them to his 
coming and kingdom. 

Then proceeded to Fairfield, preached three sermons & atten- 
ded a funeral. In this place there was a good attention given 
to the word, but nothing special. 

Monday 5—Preached at Enosburgh. There is no church in 
this place, but some attention to religion. 

Tuesday 6—Rode to Berkshire, and preached in the even- 
ing. Here ] continued visiting in the day time, and preac!» 
ing in the evening till Friday ; then rode to Richford, attend- 
ed achurch meeting, and preached in the evening. Here 
Eider Wilham Rogers lives. Itis a low time as to the exerci- 
ses of religion in this place. 

Saturday 10—Réturned to Berkshire, and attended a church 
meeting, and preached on the Sabbath. In this town, there is 
some attention to religion, but no stated preaching. 

Tien proceeded into the province of Canada, and preached 
onthe Pattent. Here Eider Hy*bbard* lives, and there is some 
attention to religion. Some poor sinners are trembling in view 
of a judzment day, and christians (especially the aged father 
in the gospel) appeared to be much engaged in the good cause 
of our God. 

Tuesday 13—After visiting and praying witha number of 
families, rode to Stanbridge. 

Wednesday 14—-Preached two sermons. In this place 


a 


there is a church, but in a low situation. 


* Jic has since deceascd, 
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Thursday 15--Rode to Highgate, and preached in the even- 
ing. On Friday morning 16, was requested to visit the family 
of Mr. Sacks. Here wasa solemn scene. One young man 
just rescued from the jaws of death; and two more who lay 
as on the brink of eternity. Here! felt a lively impression of. 


} the Savior’s words—W hat shal it profit a man, ifhe shall gain 


the whole world, and lose his own soul? After prayer, and 
some remarks on the importance ofbeing prepared for death, I 
bid them farewell, and rode to Elder Olcott’s. I received a re- 
quest this evening to return the next day, and preach a funeral 
sermon at the house where I| had visited the preceding morn- 
ing. I complied with the request, and addressed a large as- 
se mbly, with the aged and afflicted parents and family, from 
Psalm xc. 12. This was asolemn time. Here were three 
brothers, the oldest looked like a corpse, the second was reaily 
a corpse, and the third was hourly expected to expire. The 
family and assembly treated me with great attention and res- 
pect. After taking my leave of them, again rode to Sheldon, 
and preached in the evening, in pursuance of an appointment 
previously sent on. ‘the season was truly solemn. 

Sabbath 18—Preached at Swanton. Here I continued till 
the next Friday, and preached seven times, and visited many 
families. The attention to preaching was great; the effect 
that it will have, depends op HIM who gives the increase. 

Then rode to Georgia. Here I continued till the 2d of Feb- 
ruary, (except two days) and preached eight sermons, and at- 
tended two church meetings and one conference ;_ baptized 
five persons, who joined the church, and administered the sac- 
rament. Here the assembly was solemn, and | hope my labors 
were not in vain in the Lord. 

Monday, rode to Milton, and preached in the evening and 
again the next day. Nothing special in this place. 

Wednesday 4—Rode to Westford, and preached inthe eve- 
ning. Thursday, attended a council. Friday, preached. 

Saturday, rede to Hinesburgh ; ; and Sabbath to Charlotte, 
and preached. Here the work was progressing, of which I 
have heretofore made mention. 

Monday, rode to New-Haven, and attended a conference 
with the Congregationalists ; and on Tuesday returned home ; 


‘and, through divine goodness, found my family in good health. 


Thus | compleated a tour of fifty-four days, in which I prea- 
ched fifty sermons ; attended four church meetings, some con- 
ferences, and one council ; baptised five persons ; and adminis- 
tered the Lord’s Supper once. Here I would observe, that al- 
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‘though my labors were fatiguing, yet] found it was good tof, 
wait onthe Lord. There were many, yea very many, whercl) 
I travelled, who were entirely destitute of the preached word, By 
This; together with the pains they would take fo hear the wordfy 
spoken, by a poor unworthy instrument, and the preat atten-Be 
tion they would give on almost every occasion, caused me tof: 
say, Lord let me live in this work !—In almost every place, iif 
they expressed abundant thankfulness to the Mindionary Socie. Be 
ty, and requested a continuance of missionary labors amongst 
them. 

I cannot satisfy myself to close this narrative without obser. 
ving, that it was not uncommon for pegple (and even some a- fic 
ged women) toride on horseback five or six miles, throngh cold 
and snow, to an evening lecture. AndI was told that some HR: 
women Came more than two miles on foot, in that severe sea- Ht 
son, to hear the word. What an admonition this is to those 
who live under the stated preaching of the word, who can se!- §N 
dom turn out to hear the gospel, except it be under a serene 
sky, andon good travelling! I 


WILLIAM HARRINGTON. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN PITTSFORD. 


\ 

Copy of aletter from a christian brother, in Pittsford, to 
one of the editors. h 

DEAR BROTHER, c 
IN the winter of 1808, the Baptist chureh in this place Ht 

was in 4 low situation, and destitute of stated preaching, and iF 
our assemblies for wors!n were very small. In the month of ft 
February, we agreed with Elder William Harrington to come fA 
and preach with us, and he accordingly moved his family into ff 
this town in March following. There wes no material altera- D 


tion till some time in April. Atthis time, preaching appeared ft 
solemn and affecting; and professors of religiorr were much 


engaged in prayer to almighty God for the out-pouring of his js 
spirit on the inhabitants of this town. Soon after this, there Jk 
appeared a disposition to revive conference meetings ; and our | 
meetings for public worship became truly solemn, & the ny t 
bers that niténtied increased : and thus the work spread Seu 
Dine Whe Cate pias a celle 5 Wieeed Here F woul ; 
became very general through the town. ere | would a 
you, that there is a large Congregational church in thee 1+ 


that shared largely in this good work of divine grace. 
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what means God was pleased to make use of to Carry on this 


FRievival of Religion in Pittsford. - “& 


In the month of May, some came forward tothe church,and 
related what the Lord had done for their souls; and those 
Bwho gave a satisfactory evidence of a work of grace on their 
hearts, were baptized and joined the eghurch. From this time, 
we held our church meetings once in two weeks ; and, at al- 
most every meeting, some came forward, and in the language 
of David, said, Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and f[ 
will declare what he hath done for my soul. Our meetings 
from this time were full and solemn, and our baptizing seasons 
evidently favored with the divine presence. We often had 
ccasion to repair where there was much water, for the con- 


eniency of burying in baptism, those new born bodies in Christ. Joutd 


Those seasons were animating to the clildren of God, and 
convicting to the spectators that there was a divine reality in 
religion. And while they beheld the candidates going down 
into the liquid grave with a countenance as solemn as eternity, 
they were constrained to say, This is an example that the Sa- 

ior of sinners hath left for his people tofollow. This good 
vorlk of grace epread into almost all parts of this town, and ex- 
ended into a numberof the adjacent towns. In about five 
months there were fifty three added to this church; and we 
icpe this addition is of such as will be saved. And notwith- 
standing the special work. did not continue more than seyén or 
‘ight months, we have had a refreshing season irom the pres- 


Bence of the Lord ever since. There have been thirty added 


o this church since the special revival seemed to be past. The 
whole number that has been added to this church within ‘two 
years and eight months, are eighty three. In this time, we 
have dismissed, to join other churches of the same faith and or- 
der, nineteen members, and excluded three, and two, we hope, 
have been called to the church triumphant ; which leaves our 
present number 14Q, But there are about 30 of this number 
that have gone to that distance from us, that we -know not 


pwhat their standing is. This will appear the less unaccounta- 


ble, when it is understood that there has been a Baptist church 
Mm this town twenty six years, and that a great part of that 
time, they have been in a low, and sometimes a broken state. 
‘his Lrender as the reason why so many have a nominal 
standing in the church, when there are no more in actual trav- 
c] with us. But the Lord hath remembered the low estate of 


Bhis people in this place ; and with his assistance, we determiue 


to maintain the cause of truth in the world. 
After all that | have said, youmay be desirous of knowing 
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work of divine grace ; to which I reply, that he wrought like 
himself, and that in such a way as to hide pride from man, 


-and magnify the-riches of his goodness in the salvation of lost 


and perishing sinners. I wouid state, however, that prayer, 
preaching, exhortation, baptism, and sacramenting were all 
blessed and instrumental in the hands of God, in carrying on 
this work ; and no one mean was more blessed than conferen- 
ces and prayer meetings. 

Thus I have briefly stated to you what great things the Lord 
hath done for us ; and let him have all the glory forever. 

J subscribe your’s in the surest bonds. 
EDWARD CLEFFORD. 
Pittsford, Dec. 22, 1810. 
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REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN LITCHFIELD, (MAINE.) 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Mr. Kendall, to the Rev. 
Dr. Baldwin, dated Litchficld, May 23, 1810. 


DEAR SIR, 

ALTHOUGH I never saw your face, yet believing that 
you will rejoice to hear of the prosperity of Zion, lhave taken 
the liberty to acquaint you of the late glorious work of God in 
this place. It had been for a number of years a low time with 
us in religion; and | had many doubts respecting my further 
usefulness with this people. Indeed I had almost despaired of 
ever seeing another reformation in the place. But God, who is 
rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he hath loved us, 
even when we were enemies, hath reconciled us to himself by 
the blood of his dear Son. 

The work made its first appearance in the church, in De- 
scmber last. The members appeared to be more engaged in 
prayer than is usual. Shortly after the people seemed to be a- 
larmed at their wretched state, being convinced that they were 
enemies to God. In different parts of the town, remote from 
each other, there began tobe an inquiry,to know what they 
sliould do to be saved. Ina short time the reformation became 
almost general through the town. 

Eighty five have been babtised in this place, since the first of 
last March, and a great number more, | trust, have been bro’t 
to the knowledge of the truth, that have not us yet made an 
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Revival of Religion in Westmoreland, Vir. 28 
open profession. A number still remain under serious impres- 


sions of mind. . | 
This work has been carried on with the greatest regularity 


' and order, without noise or confusion. Avery great solemni- 


ty was observable on the countenances of the anxious, while 
the joys of those who were made the happy sharers in the work 
were manifested in various ways. 

In this glorious revival, all ages, from the man of seventy, 
down to the child of eight or ten years old, have been sharers 
together. It was pleasing to see the lofty oak andtender wil- 
low, bowing together. The young converts appear to have 
been led very clearly into the doctrine of the gospel. Particu- 
larly the depravity of the human heart, and the wretched state 
of mankind by nature ; and also that our justification is by the 
righteousness of Christ alone. May God carry on his glorious 
work until the whole earth shall be filled with his Saving knowl- 
edge, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

J am, sir, your friend and brother in Christ, 


HENRY KENDALL. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN WESTMORELAND, (VIR; 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Henry Toler, to the Rev. 
Dr. Baldwin, dated Westmoreland, Vir. July 11, 1810. 


DEAR BROTHER, 
FROM my own inclination, and several solicitations, I 
transmit you in a few words for publication, the following plea- 
sing intelligence : 

In 1783, the first year of my ministry, in which I travelled 
much by the persuasion of an old mother in Israti, I preached 
in my present neighborhood, at which time there were very 
few baptists init. A few years after, some members were dis- 
missed from Moratico church, for the purpose, who with some 
others baptized here, were constituted a church. called Nomo- 
ny, of17 members. For several years after that, we had a 


soul-reviving time, and great additions to the church. <A good- 


~ly number of these first converts have stood firm in the truth 


so far, A number of them, | believe have gone to heaven.— 
Some others have removed to the westward ; and some have 
been excommunicated. Our large church then suffered some 
declension. The spring and summer seasons were over, and 
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the singing of birds had abated. Some were baptized, howe. 
er, now and then, and the church was not without the word 
and ordinances ofthe gospel. This dim season lasted long, and 
towards the end of it, infidelity spread its dark destructive 
wings abroad, and iniquity abounded more and more. Perse. 
cution revived and exerted all its forces, but they were weak, 

But, © glorious to tell, what almighty grace can do! Unex. 
pectedly in the spring of 1806, the word by degrees fastened 
in the hearts of several hearers. Meetings became desirable in 
. the darkest neighborhoods, especially to some of the young 
people, and were crowded day and night. A few who had 
before experienced religion, now made profession of it, and 
some, who long since, in what we Call cool times, had not heard 
in vain, though we knew it not, now became roused anew. 
_For a length of time we scarcely had a meeting, but it was 


afterwards mentioned to have been the awakening of some and} 


the consolation of others. For seven weeks P was at no meet- 
ing day nor night near home, but we heard the experience of 
from one to ten candidates for baptism. Many attended to see 


that ordinance administered, and frequently careless souls were ff 


much affected by it. How pleasing it was to see such large 
numbers, hand;in hand, in one line, following Christ in this sol- 
emn burial of baptism! Brother Straughan, in Northumberland, 
baptized many during a late revival there, and I baptized in our 
revival as follows: 





At Nomony Ferry, Ist Lord’s day in July, 1806, il 

do. do. August, 22 
In Potomac, at Stratford Mill, 2d do. Sept. 39 
Nomony Ferry, Ist Tuesday in Oct. . 18 
Capt. Kendual’s, on Rappahannock, 2d Saturday in sd. “ 
acai Ferry, 3¢ Monday in Nov. - - 51 

do. 3d Lord’s day in Feb. 1807, - 43 
In Potomac, at Stratford Mill, 4th Lord’s day in May, 100 
Rappahannock Bridge on the next Lord’s day, 19 
Morris’ Bridge, June 4, - ° - li 
Nomony Ferry, 1st Lord’s day in July, 27 

do. 2d do, Sept. 73 


do. 4th do. in May, 1808, 51} 


do. 3d do. in July, 13 
do. 3d do. Oct. . 19 


do. 4th do. June, 1809, 47) 


Stratford Mill, 4th do. Sept. - 27 
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Extraordinary Conversion. of a. Deist. 27 


The numberof members.of Nomony church, at our. last asso- 
ciation, was 875 ; | have baptised but five since. A few ure 
now waiting for baptism. The Lord hath done great things 
for us, whereof weare glad ; but-are too ungrateful. 

During the revival, in the midst-of my joy, Lsometimes felt 
my spirits sink, under a belief, that however careful we might 
be, some would come into the church, who would presently go 
out. This has.happened ; but perhaps not more than 30 have 
yet been excommunicated. We have preachers and exhort- 
ers in the chureh, who can keep up meetings, and who were 
helpful in the course of this revival. For several, important 
good reasons, | find it necessary to remove, and. shall reside, 
after some time in next month, in Fairfax county, still in Vir- 
ginia, near Alexandria. 

May the word of the Lord have free course and be. glori- 
ed, to the ends ofthe earth. 


I am, dear brother, your poor unworthy fellow laborer. in 
) the cause of Zion, 


IL TOLER. 


EXTRAORDINARY CONVERSION OF A, DEIST. 


[Copied from the Georgia Analytical Repository, conducted by the Rev 
Mr.'Hoicombe } 


AMONG the many instances of the triumphant power ofthe 
gospel which have occurred in the now spreading revival of re- 
ligion, the conversion of Dr. Porter deserves particular notice. 
This remarkable instance of the display of free and sovereign 
grace, took place at a meeting, which began oa Friday, the 
27th of March, 1802, at New Providence churcli, in Mecklen- 
burgh county, North Carolina. ‘The account wag taken from 
his own mouth, four weeks after his conversion, by an intelli-. 
gent and respectable gentleman of Charleston, South Carolina. 
The following is the doctor’s wonderful narrative : 

I was nearly a confirmed deist-; and, though religiously 
educated, despised religion. Af the great meeting in Meck- 
lenburgh, I had the curiosity to attend. For four days I con- 


itinued on the ground, though often determined to ‘leave it, 


without feeling any unusual impression, except what was occa- 
sioned by the cries of the distressed ; and though 1 sometimes. 
prayed to be religiously impressed, I never felt more careless 
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28 Extraordinary Conversion of a Deist. 


and hardened in my life. On Monday evening, while I wag 
sitting in Mr. M’Rea’s tent, reflecting on the strength of my 
body, and the happy state of my mind, notwithstanding the fa- 
tizue and want of rest [had undergone, I was suddenly struck 
with an unusual sensation in the pit of my stomach, which, in 
a short time, pervaded my chest in general. I felt no pain ; 
but apprehended immediate death. I endeavored to remove 
the impression by walking ; but in vain. 

Having ceturned to the tent, the sensation pervaded my 
whole body ; and‘convulsions and involuntary gnashing of the 
teeth ensued. Soon, however, these ceased ; and | became as 
one dead, being unable to move. While in this state, which I 
suppose was about two hours, I experienced a dreadful gloom 
and confused horrors of mind. This resemblance of death was 
succeeded by other convulsions; & Lagain fell quiet, and, until 
near morning experienced more dreadful horrors s,which increased 
as my bodily strength returned. When the exercise of my bodily 
organs was tolerably recovered, my horrors ceased, without 
my being able to assign the particular cause of their removal. 
I first asked mnyself, how I could possibly become religious, and 
exhort as others were doing? A plan to avoid professing ‘reli- 
gion was immmediiely suggested 3; which was, to attrjbute 
all | had felt to fits, and say | had been subject to them before ; 
bat this I at once detected and discarded, as a suggestion of 
the devil; and resolved to love God, and profess the religion 
of Jesus Christ, be the consequences what they might. 

} then began to enquire what could be the cause of those 
new and sudden resolutions ; for to me, it’ appeared scarcely 
possible that [, who had been one of the most abandoned sin- 
ners, could experience a change of heart without being more 
Sent hurnbled for my sins. I then, indeed, saw that they 

vere great, and of a most aggravated kind, having been com- 
lited against much light and goodness ; and though I could 
not feel humbled for them as [ wished, and as | knew I ought 
to be ; the glory, wisdom, Justice, grace, and condescension of 
God, as displayed in the device of s salvation through a Media- 
ior, broke in upon my mind. My soul was filled with admi- 

ration at the fulness and freeness of his grace in Christ. My 
heart acquiesced in this glorious method of salvation, and was 
drawn out in love to the holy and blessed Jesus. Never be- 
fore did [ know any thing of true joy: but, notwithstanding 
all 1 have felt, lam often jealous of my heart, and examine 
ry exercises with careful attention, comparing them with the 
werd of God, and religious experiences recorded in other books 











An Evangelical Minister’s Supports, §e. 22, 


—and, if! am not greatly deceived, I can freely renounce: all. 
{hat is most dear to me, in the world, for Christ and his reli- 
gion. sate 

It is sometimes suggested to my mind that the whole may. 
be a delusion ; but, glory to God! If it should even be so, it is 
an incomparably sweet one. Not mighty men that share 
the spoil, have joys compared to mine. | 

O how delightful to contemplate the character of the great 
Jehovah, and his infinite love to sinners, through his dear Son! 
May God enable me to persevere! I desire to thank him 3.1 
have been enabled to-day, at court, tosilence near a dozen of 
my old deistical companions. My case evaded all their objec- 
tions ; and they appeared to be struck with solemnity and -a- 
larm, their leader having fallen. : 
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From the Gospel Treasury, 


AN EVANGELICAL MINISTER’S SUPPORTS UNDER 
DISCOURAGEMENT. 


«¢ SHALL I entirely give up the employment,” said a serv- 
ant of Christ, in his study one day, when ruminating on his 
want of apparent success, * and retire to some private station ? 
Has not my Master w ho once graciously smiled on my labors, 
done with me ? Jn the mournful language of ihe prophet, may 
I not say, Lord, who has believed my report? But I check 
royself in these melancholy musings. To be rewarded eyen 
by the approbation of fellow creatures, for all my good inten- 
tion and friendly labors, isa vain, perhaps a carnal and selfish 
expectation. Happily will it be, if | hear my conscience now, 
and my great Master at last say, Well done! ~ 

“The more faithful I have been in my discourses to the con- 
sciences of my hearers, the less will those the most deeply in- 
terested approve them. Subjects of a general nature, especial- 
ly if delivered with a popular pathos, may be admired and 
much talked of ; but if my auditors, though not pleased, be pro- 
fited ; if the consciences of sinners ‘have ‘been convinced, and 
the people of God excited to greater watchfulness, zeal; and 
devotion: ought not this to support me in my work? Lord, 
grant that this may be the happy case of my hearers.” 

Just as he had finished this soliloquy, a note was put into 
his hands, to the following purpose :— I thank you, dear sir, 
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On Man’s Mortality. 


for your: sermon yesterday, from 1 John v. 25. It penetrated 
my very heart. I, J am the idolator whom you described ;? 
with other things to the same import. This seasonable re- 
mark happily relieved his mind from astate of painful deject- 
ion ; and, going among his 'people, he found, tohis great en- 
couragement, that his late preaching had been particularly use- 
ful to many. 

It was his earnest desire the above should be made public, 
and the following remarks added, for the comfort of.his. breth- 
ren: 

Preaching, though not remarkably and visibly blessed, may 
be very useful ; therefore,in the morning sow thy seed, and in 
the evening withhold not thine hand, for thou knowest not 
whether shall prosper this or that, or whether they shall both 


be alike good, 
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From the Gospel Treasury. 
ON MAN’S MORTALITY. 


LIKE the fair rose, in vernal pride, 

Or like the never slumb’ring tide, 

Or like the blossom, fresh and gay, 

Or like the early dawn of day ; 

Or like the cloud, ’midst tempest high, 

That floats across the stormy sky, 

E’en such is man, the heir of sorrow! 

Alive to-day, and dead to-morrow ! 
The blushing rose soon fades away, 
His course the ocean will not stay ; 

- The blossom fades, the tempest flies, 
And man, the child of frailty, dies! 


Or like a tale that soon is told, 

Or like a meadow gemm’d with gold, 

Ox like a bird with plumage gay, 

Or like the dew drop pearls of May, 

Or passing hour, or fleeting span, 

E’en such, in all his pride, is man ! 
The grass decays, the tale is ended, 
The bird is flown, the dew’s ascended, 


On Man’s Mortality. 


The span is short, the hour is past, 
And his long home man seeks at last! 


Or like a bubble in the brook, 

Or glass, in which vain man doth look, 

Or shuttle sent from hand to hand, 

Or letters written on the sand ; 

Or like a thought, or like a dream, 

Or like an ever gliding stream ; 

E’en such is man, who soon will know 

That all is vanity below ! 
Bubbles our wasting lives betoken, 
The shuttle stops, the glass is broken ; 
No letters trac’d on sand remain, 
Our dreams are brief, our thoughts are vain 3 
And like the stream that passes by, 
Is man, who only liv<s to die! 


Like Autumn’s leaf, or like the snow, 

Or like the journey man doth go; 

Or like the river’s flow and ebb. 

Or like the patient spider’s webb ; 

Or like the fruit, or like the flower, 

Or like the short liv’d April show’r, 

E’en such is man, who toils to gain 

The chaff of the immortal grain! 
The leaf decays, the snow is past, 
The roughest journey ends at last ; 
The web is torn, the show’r is o’er, 
The fruit delights the taste no more ; 
The flower fades, the flood’s suspended, 
Man’s hour is come, and life is ended! 


Or like an arrow through the air, 
Or like the lightning’s sudden glare, 
Or like the vapor of the sky, 
Or like the goal for which we try, 
Or like the minstrel’s pleasant song, 
Which we, though vain, would fain prolong ; 
E,n such is life, with all its cares, 
Fast floating down the tide of years ! 

The arrow soon to earth declines ; 

The lightning but a moment shines ; 

He stops who doth most sweetly sing ; 
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Ordination: 











The clotid is ever on the wing ; 
' The race; tho’ hard, will soon be o'er; 
And living man be seen no more! 






a | If ew’ry thing above, below, 
ia Aloud doth mortal’s frailty ‘shew ; 
| If we, ere long, niust take our flight 
| From this revolving day and night, 
And our eternal portion be 
In realms of joy or misery ; 

Let us no more in trifles spend 
| The life which must so shortly end ; 
oe. But, whilst the sun salutes our eyes, 
| To righteousness and God arise. 
Let each, who has a soul to save, 
Hi ixtend his views beyond the. grave ; 
| And while sa!lv.tion still is nigh, 
To Christ, the friend of sinners, fly. 
i So; when this fleeting state is o’er, 
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For our redemption draweth near. 





| And time with us shall be no more ; 
i When e’n the elements around, 
i Shall in consuming flames be. found, 
i | Upheld by faith, we will not fear, & 
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ORDINATION. 


ON the 8th of Nov. the Rev. Elisha Starkweather was om 
dained in Charlotte, to the work of the gospel. ministry. The 
A Rev. Sylvanus Haynes addressed the throne of grace, and deliv- 
Ir ered a solemn, seuiimental, and pathetic sermon on the occa- 
sion, from Hebrews xiii. 17. Rev. Ephraim Sawyer made the 
ordaining prayer; who, with the Rev. Messrs. Green and Isaac 
Sawyer imposed hands. Mr. Haynes gave the right hand of 
fellowship ; and. Mr. Isaac Sawver made the eoncluding prayer. 

Every part was evangelically and affectionately performed, 
in the presence ofa large congregation, whose solemn and im- 
pressive countenances, bespoke them to feel interested in those 
important transactions, so nearly connected witha judgment 
day’. 
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Rutland Book-Store. 
“) V e Kea - 5 


HAS FOR SALE, 





At his Book-Store in Rutland, 


A VARIETY OF 


Books and Stationary ; 


AMONG WHICH ARE THE FOLLOWING: 


OCTAVO Bibles, containing the Apocrypha—Duodecimo 
and small do,—Testaments—Brown’s Concordance—W atts’ 
Psalms and Hymns——Winchester’s Lectures——Wilberforce’s 
View of Religion—Hervey’s Meditations—Bogue’s Essay on 
the Divine Authority of the New Tes tament—Fuller’s Essays 
—Paradise Lost—Reign of Grace, by Boothe—Edwards on 
Baptism—and a great variety of Toy Books, Primers, &c. &c. 


ALSO, 


Writing Paper....Dutch Quills... 
British Ink-Powder. 
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JUST PUBLISHED, 


AND FOR SALE AS ABOVE, 


The Christian Economy ; 


Translated from the Original Greek of an OLD MANUSRIPT 
found in the island of Patmos ; where St. John wrote his book 
of the Revelation.—Price $1 50 per doz.17 cts. single. 





